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Gerald Ensley: Let Gaines' big blue marvel open your eyes
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Tve heard comments Mo, Wow, that reslly says we have an.™ sad Peggy Brady, axncutive divecior of Tallahasses's
Councl on Culture and Ants. "And eves though !hat park was meant 1 te Fadtional, (he sculpiure) really fis Ifs &
nice complement 10 P pan.*

Many may s100 10 think 820w the past of Doug Bumette Park

T OCCURMS & ~arTow BIND botwoen Gaings and Madaon steots. Across Ganes is & sieiter sirp of park, also being
reNovatnd



Tho park was bt n 1508 by the Doprosson-era Works Progress AAminstration. It mas samed for the charman of
Tallahasseo's fiest rocreation boasd, who ded n 1006

Tha park was & neighborhood playground from the 15008 10 10605 when Ganes and sumoundng siroets wose filed
Wit homes. K had 2 sothall Gamond, & Daskettall Cou, SWINgs, Se0-Abwa And & NBertall pole.

Bust by the 19705 moat of e lamibes had boen chaned sy by urtan re-development. In the 168805, the playground
oqupmant was removed. The park has sat desened since.

But spurmed By 2002 reunion of o "Doug Bumetie children.” the Sty Secded 10 resovate £ Though # tock
SOMe S 10 rise 15 e op of the Gty progects kst renovaton Began in August

Tro park has toen re-grassed and Rndscaped »i Sowering plants and an omamentsl fence. Picnic libles, tesches
00 B waler IOUNAN Naree Doen Malaliod. A CONCret Sl and sdewalk wars added. A Srick antrance plaza s under
constuction on Madaon Steet

Tho park shoukd be opan next month. In January, the Oty will SIan & SImiley reAovalion O THe COMPanon park scroes
Ganes. The lotad propect conts $290,000.

The city equpped Doug Bumette wi water and elect c power. The concrete pad on which "Cuarnk” sits can be wsed
10 2 51200, 3 10U - OF EVEN ANOIEY SOUPIIe. The ol & 12 2rovice Act tnly preen $pace for sumcunding ofice
WORES bt Slo 8 venus for music, arts or comeunty gahennags.

“We've covernd 3l our bases. 50 WAt wa Narve 5 absolutely useful 10 e community,” said Den Fame, oty
Superintendont of parks. ‘It will Give us ancther place for e communty 10 gather, and Pat's what Tallohasseo is o
abon

The renovation aiso lrys Some Qroundwork for the planned rencviation of Ganes inio & pedestamn-lrandly second
SOWHRowWn

“Pucple (can now) say something is Rappening on Gaines Street " Brady saxd "It has sent that message *

And while the 5of5ell Seld & gone, history hasnt Deen erased. The renovation retisnd the 70-peas-<kd entance gt
%0 Doug Bumetio. with The park same wilhion n wiought 1on over two brck ool The pork bordered by
S gaant oaks on one B and 3 sione wall on the other,

s use bofore reflected the MeQNLOMOSd around It and I does 100," Beady said. 1 Bink Hey've presecved the
Ratose rature of Doug Bormette Park *
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