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Big, big sculptures: ‘It is what it is’

Former Floridian returns to the state with his
large-scale sculpture exhibition

Dy CLIZABETH KELLAR
October 2, 2008

NAPLES — John Menry is used 10 Big. 8ig & what he creates.

His large-scale sculptures, ciually destined for Sutdoor display, are Qlant stalks of steel hat average 75 1o
85 feet and are frequently finshed In some sense-sizzing paint — fire angine red, SumBlebes yelow or
sapphire bive.

Ang big Is how Henry exhibis, 100, From October to May, 140 of Henry's large and small sculptures will be
showcased throughout Florida as part of “Drawing a Space: The Peninsuls Progect.” Meery™s 23-foct
scuipture “Sun Devil™ has taken a spot of honor & the Napies Museum of Art. It will be the only birge-scale
scuipture 10 Be Ssplayed Indodes 25 Part of the seven-Oty exhibiion.

Some of the Orattancoga, Tenn. -based sculptor’s models are 350 beng exhibited at the musewm, as wel as
photographs of his internationally -Commesioned works. Several of those reman instalied overseas, while
others have returned 10 take part In exhiation.

Threw yoars n the making, The Pesindcla Project was prompted by Heney's desire 10 hold an exhidition of
his larpe peces. Initially, he sakd, he thought he would take the traditional agproach by holdng the
exhbition in one Cty, Then, the former South Flonds resicent o the Senshine S2ate, due Lo the
engmatic allure of its dstinctive shape and sire.

“From space, Flonda is one of the most recognizabie peninsylas,” he sad,

The sculptor initially planned for five clies 10 participate, But the project soon ywelled Lo seves: Naples,
Miami, Boca Raton, Orfando, Sarasota, Tamps and Tallshassee,

Each of the cities took on a dstinctive thama. The Nagles exhbe has an internaticnal demant. The Tampa
Museum of Art's eshibition Is 3 collection of his Florida-only pleces and the Orlandc Museum of Art is & miai-
retrosgective of Henry's works. AL Tallahassee’s Mary Brogan Museum of Art and Scence, » miniature
sulptor’s studic has bees bult.

Henry hopes art lovers will De able 10 attend al of exhibits and — deally — Begin in Mams, where the Mami
Baach Publc Liteary and The Patrncia & Mhlip Frost Art Museum's exhidits ofer nformation about his arstic
process. Then there is the as-yet-unnamed plece he has plansed for Mami's Bicentasaial Park: It wil te 2
s0aring S0 feet tall

It Wng of grew,” Merry sakd of The Penisauls Project. “And it grew Based on people 1 knew In those places
who are movers and shakers I the art commenity.”



For Mecry, that must be a 1065 ISt He estimates there are more than 100 of his pleces in Ficrids, ether on
public Gesplay o In private collections. He cperated a Studo in Mami for 10 years and received the Florica
Indivicudl Artists Fellows®ip in 1990,

Myra Jance Danels, chairman asd CEO of the Phiharmonic Center for the Arts, describad Henry as Beng a
“glant in the soulptere business.”

*1 have abways thought that if you want to make 3 statement, see John Henry,” Dankels said.

Whether patrons wil have postve or negative fesliags about Henvy's statements, the sCuiptor cant say: Me
nows his sheek, stretching sculptures often refuse to asswer the question “What is >

DUt to borrow the words of his mentor, *IL is what £ 5.” he sad.

*Take awdy whatever's there. Some peopie will love &, some people will hate £, Henry said of hes works.
“Some peogle wil come anmay with expanded horizons, maybe.”

Contact Elzabeth Kelar at ewendt Poomcast. ned
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